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"-ﬁu LAMENT FOR fi(S YOUNG DAUGHTER

- - RY PARK BESJANIN. :
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Heaven, to whic.g iy soul was

from this dim Earth, where I am left to mourn.

voiee fell on my listening anr,

when the musio of th
ﬁﬂllﬁgl and ah! more soft aod olenr—
when years had passed sway 1 still should hear
thy words,

Hore welcome than the barmonies of all the singing hirds.
Bat thoo art gone, and those bright eyes are darkened from

sun,
There freshness in the cheeks I'loved to lonk upon,
’En yaoished fromw the lips, a0 often pressed o ming,

g-&' bat the elay-cold form remains of what was

thine.
! thy home is with the holy and the hlast,
Savior's bosom now, my dnve, thy happy ark of rast—
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of the Cherubim is shining round her head !
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IABOR AND THE LABORERS.
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THE SHOE TRADE AND SHOEMAKERS
OF NEW-YORK.

The number of those who visit this City during the
qourse of 0 yoar, whether of American eitizeny attracted
by businoss or pleasure, or of foreign immigrants in pur
sulf of the advantages, social and industrial, denied them
slsewbere, has been estimated to exceed that of any
olher city in the world. Without adopting the respon-
shility of this assertion, it is indisputable that among
s fleating population one feeling is prevalent, and that
§ of surprise at the magnitude of our business opers:
gans, as exhibited in the crowded woarves, tha inpas.
sble sidewnlks, the busy streets, the wellfilled stores,
ad other multitudinous evidences of a prosperous com-
wunity. New-York is at ouce the wonder of foreigoers
sod the pride of its own inlabitants and Americans

ly—the former being strack by the unexampled
mapidity with which it has forced its way into the very
fremost rank of the commercial cities of the world,
od the latter secing in it in addition s ministure of the
mpid devolopment and growing wealth of the entire
Union. New-York mnay justly be culled the Ma-
of the United States according to the papular
ion of the word, standing, as it does, firat on this
confinent in point of wealth and population, and atirast-
fug to is, liko the capitals of the old conutries, all the
axtremes of our social system, both for good and evil.
Tothe anpiring and ambitions it appears to offer o thea-
tor wherein may be developed some favorite seheme
whose success will make the projector rieh or famous;
ad hardened outcasts resort hither as a secure hiding-
from the vengeance of outraged laws. Indeed,
sltbough it would be easy to mention several cities with
alarger population thau this, both in Europe and Asia,
fhere Is scarcely ome, with the exception of Loudon—still
the great metropolis of the world—which does so exten-
tive & geweral business as this vast City of ours, though
Manchester and Glasgow deal on o more extensive seale
fathe single article of cotton, Lyons in silk, Binuinghum
Ioutlery, sud =o forth.

Yot fow of those erowds who daily gaze on and admire
e endless line of vebicles loaded with all Kinds of mer-
thandiso, and tho thronged streets and well-frequented
loil. extend their obgervation beyood the feeling of as.
tonishment to which a sight, to many go novel, naturally
gives rise: but, were thoy to reflect on the details of this
Immense wealth, and endeavor to form sn estimate o
the eapital employed and the eirgies exercised to pro-
duce the spectacle they were witnessing, they would
then for the first time discover the real thems tor won-
der. It is true such n sindy seoms st first sight dull and
wpromising: yet it i« so in appearance ouly, fur cach
freah inquiry leads to the discovery of some interosting
faet bofore unsuspected, aud to a troe knowledgo of the
sondition of our domestio industry—what are its re-
wuroes—how affeeted by foreign competition—the con.
dition of the artizuns engaged in the particular branch
mder investigation, aud other equally important points.

It would probably appear difficult to select a more
esmmon-place topie than that of the Boot and Shoo
trade, yet the inguiries we bave been led to make
on the subject convinen us that, on the coutrary, it is
woe full of interest, and of really national impertance as
tegards the smount of capital engaged, the number of
bands to whom it gives employment, and {ts imnease
unnnal products, which are supposed to exceed those of
any other single braneh of waoufacture. We auaex a
few results of vur ebservations.

The Boot and Shee trade may be clasaed under two
great divisions—the wholesalo and the retull; these are
spin subdivided into customers’ and factory work, of
which the latter is by far the most extensive, and we
will, therefore, spenk of it first. The great seat of this
brauch i in the Eustern States, principally Massachu-
setta, Maine and Conneeticut, though there are several
manufactories in New-Jersey, Penusylvania aond Ohio,
A» Mussachusetts is estimated to have s grestor eapital
Invested in this trade, employiug more hands sud pre-
dueing more goods than thoe rest of the Union rogether,
tome particulars respacting it will be found interentiag.
The latest ofticial papers on the subject were collected
wfarback as 1543, though we belinve & new estimate
of the commerce and industry of Massachusetts will
abortly bo made. By (hese returns we find that in that
singlo Stute, during one year, there were manufictured
$768,160 pairs of boots aud 17,123,152 pairs of shees, of
atotal value, at the makers’ computation, of 14,74,
10, giving constant ewployment te 15,577 persons—
7,190 being wales and 15675 females. 1o the vame
State, and during the same period, 13,508 bushels of
thoe-pegs, valued at $15.206, and 123,500 Inats, worth
#5145, were thrown inte the warket. Too principsl
towns eugaged in this commerce are Worcester, Lyun,
Haverhill and Milford, though there are mavy ethers
less worthy of mention doing a very extensiva business,

To give some idea of the exteat of this trade we may
mention that ene-fifth of the whole population of Essex
County are engaged in it !

But immeuse as theso Sgures prove the trade to be,
they very inadequately represented its real value and im-
portance, an the returns, though collected at the expanse
of the Btate for publie purposes, were entirely voluntary,
in consequence of which many refused to reader any in-
formation, while others notoriously undervalued the ox-
tent of their business from what they improperly con-
sidered “‘prudential motives” But if by no m=ans a

1 faithful index at the time of publication, it is totally io-

applicable to the prezent state of the trade, us persons
who have for years been extensively engaged in the
wholesale branch in New-York, and whose position ena-
bles them to form an securste judgment, are of opiaion
thatthe production in Maseachusetisof boota aud shoeshas
at least doubled in the last nine years. We may thus get
% approximation to the real value at tha present day by
adding say twentyfive per cent. to the efficial re-
turne for undervaluation, which would give $13,132,92
a4 tho value of that manufacture in 1345 ; and doubling
it to allow for the estimated inerease, we shouid bave the
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#veuly proportioned throughout every branch of trade,

We give especial prominenes to the Mawsshusetts
returne, hoth beesuso they arethe only offizisl doea.
ments to which we bave bad acoess, aod on acsoant of
the unrivalled magnitnde of the scale in which this
braneh of mannfactures is there eondacted, it emonnt-
ing, s» before stated to half that of the entire Usion.
It i» supposed that the valae of thess gonds farwsrdad
snrmally to New York, at least $12,000,000, the
remander being sent not only all over the United
Seates, but exported in great quantities to the West
Indies, South Ameriea Aunstralia, the Sand#ich [s-
lands, and some even to England. By far the greator
part consist of what are termed pegged boots, though
many are of superior workmanship, fetching as bigh
price a» any in the market. These, howevar, are an
exception, the remarkable chespness of the majoricy
beivg the great cause of their universsl demand aathey
are in wany cases sold for less than would remunerate
a working shoemaker only to make them, exclusive of
the price of the materials employed.

There are in New-York 250 Boot and Shos Wars-
houses and stores dealing in goods pot of their own man-
ufseture, of which ahout filty import almost exclusively
from the Eastern States, and ro-sell at a trifling profit to
the remainder, aeting, indeed, as & kind of shoe-brokers.
Bome conception of the extent of the busiasss opara-
tious of these great wholesale houses may be formed
when it is known that the annual eales of three of the
largest, average not under &1,000,000 each. Baveral
reach &700,000, and some others vary from 100,000 to
$500,000. Many of the goods are re-shipped henea to
other ports, domestic and foreign, but one of the leading
houses sometimes executes orders,in City businesaalona,
in one day, to the smount of $5,000. Some of the stores
above alluded to, deal largely in a superior and mors ex-
peneive article, manufactured in large quantities in Now-
York City, and to these we shall have oceasion to allude
heresfter.

There are, besides, several hundred boot-makers
who#e business depends mainly on goods made to order,
thongh some few sell also the better class of the manu-
factured article.

Nor must we smit to mention thoss very useful mem.
bers of the art—the menders of boots and shoos, whoans
numerieal foree must be very considerable, as they are
to be found in almost every street in the least fashionable
quarters of the city. Unlike the ancient hero of the
nurgery rhyme, they do not “live in a stall’” in New.
Yurk (though they are still frequently to be foundin
that limited habitation in the European citios), but gen-
erally carry on business in their own rooms, which, in
too many cases, prove that the domestic economy of the
frateruity of cordwainers has not improved since the
origival publieation (dute unkoown) of the legend above
referred to,as * it serves them for parlor, for kitebon, and
“all.” They are, bowever, for the most part, a very in-
dustrious class of men (ulbeit somewhat addictod to the
observance of St. Monday in many instanees ) and maks,
onan aversge, more than the man who works fora

“shop,” without that compulsory irregularity in the |

Loure of lubor which the latter #o frequently encounters.

An article on thin trade would be imperfect were we |
| With true womanly devotion she labored almost inces-

toomit to mention the denlers in what are termed Boot
and Shoe Findings, and the Tree Last Makers.

The * findings” constitute a trade of so much import-
awee 08 to be carried on by 33 firms, six of whom are
wholesnle denlers, and whoso apgregate sales exceel
S000.000 & year. They traflic in all the articles used
in the maunfbeture of boots and shoes, ax well as in the
implements wherewith they are made—nwls, lapstonea,

threeds, trees  and laste—though Rome carry on a trade

rents, and s forth, thay stara that thay are worse paid
than any other body of skillsd machanies, and wa are
inclived to thiok that such is the case, At the prasent
rates, we believe 85 8 week wou'd bhe ahove the aver-
sge made by s workman, entirely nuaided, emploved dar-
ing ter hours a day, but they claim. a8 one juetifieation
of the present movement, that even by working from fif
teen to eighteen hours a day, ineluding the losaof time in
geing backward and forward, to receive sa order and
deliver the work when executed. and subiraetiog the
cost of “ findivgs " and light, which are at their own
expeme, they eannot earn more than $10 a week, whila
#7 is stated to be above the average made throughout
the year by the whole of the trade is the City. pumber.
ing, it is supposed, nearly 4,000 workwmen, a very large
proportion of whom are German.

But, notwithstanding the surplus of workmen in this
trade, the rate of pay on * piace-work™ is, at the
present day, higher thao it was ever known to be bofore,
the inerease given making a difference of about one
doller a week in s man's earnings over the prices paid
ten years ago. Yet, in consequence of the much es-
hanced price of provisions and rent, and abeve all, of
the excess of labor to meet the demand, causing the
work to be divided among so many more hands, it is
eertnin that the eondition of the boot and shuemakers
in this City has retrograded. In speaking of an aetual
rise in the seale of prices, we are aware that there are
certain establishments, dealing only in inferior articles,
where wages far beneath the recognized standard are
paid; but our remarks are not intended to inclnde
exceptional cases, which these certainly are,

Female labor has for tome time been in active de-
mand in one branch of the shoemaking trade, namely,
the “ binding,” and the opening of this new field to the
skill of the other sex has certainly been attended with
no advantage to any one concerned except the em-
ployers, who pay for the services rendered such a pit-
sance as would be very inappropriately described asa
remuperation. The binding of children’s shoes is paid
for at the rate of two pairs for 3 cents, or 1% conts &
dozen pair, while for the full size 5 centaa pair, or
4/10 s dozen is given, Now a first rate hand may
succeed, by the clusest spplieation, say from fourteen
to seventern hours a day, if uninterrupted by do-
mestic cares, in making during the week, four dozen
pairs, for which, atter delivery and approval, she will
be pard $2 40—that being the maximum paid, aod rep-
resenting the value of not less than eighty hours’ labor;
spd from this miserable dolo the eost of light and fire ia
to be deducted! We are not prepared to say this sum
is mever exceeded, aa some housea muy pay o slight ad-
vance on these prices, but it is more than sufficient for
us to know that this is abore the aversge that hundreds
of women and girls in this City nre earning trom that
source alone. As one instance, a married woman, who
was in the habit of adding to the weekly store by
“hinding” for 8 New-York bhouse, suddenly found her-
self, ewing to the prolovged illuess of her husband,
which consumed a!l their littlo resources, called upon
at once to administer to the wanta of her sick partaer,
and to earn sufficient to prevent hoth from starving.

santly, snatching only enough repose to enable her to
drag on from one weary day to another aod with all
these exertivns she found at che ead of the week she
bad esrned $1 60! It may be said that much of the
time was devoted to attention to the suffering petient,
which is undoubtedly true; but the hours she applied

; to her labor alone would still leave a long day's work.
bhawmers, wax, clout-nails, rparables, pegs, laces, and |

exclusively in these latter articlos. Ina word, everything |
pn,]’l‘n}'ui by wey of materiale or tools in any branch ol

the buriness. The rapidity with which wooden pegs are
miade, and the vast munbers used, are almost incredible

By an improvement in machinery introduced withinthras |

years, oue firm wanufsetures ifty bushels daily, and with
sn evenness and smoothness rea'ly wonderful, ouly the
very choicest kind of wood being used. Yot the claver
invention by which this result ix obiaioed is in its turn
threatened with obseurity from one exhibiting still
greater ingenuity of construction, as in addition to mak-
ing., itwill nctually perfonn the whole process of peeging
nshoe in an ineredibly short space of time, in a style
fully equal to thut of munual labor, over which it poa-
gseseed one immense advantage—that the time ocenpied
in inserting three rows of pegs is not longer than is re-
quired for one, New-Hampshire enjoys almost a mon-
opoly in the fabrication of shoe-pegs. Tl within u fow
venrs, the United States were nearly entirely deprndent on
fureign countries for the various articles comprising the
findings, but the inerease of domestic manufsetures has
been o rapid, that st the present day only one third of
the goods used are of fureign manufacture ; and it is the
opinion of one of the most extensive doalers in the cicy,
that had the tarili of 1242 remained unmodified, even
thie proportion would have been much decreased. Under
the definition « findings,” we do not inelude leather, for
which we nre still largely indebted to France as well as
to England.

There are in this City but nine manufacturers of
buot and shoe lasts, the Enstern States being also the
prineipal producers of these articles, supplying about
2200000 worth anuuadly, and 50,000 worth of shoe-page.

W learn, on the authority of the latest published of
fiein] returns, that in one year there were entered at the
Custom-House, in the article of tanued leathers,

dressed and undressed, 352,937 Iba, valued at $4230),
of skins, trimmed nnd dressed and oot dressed,
U5, 614 dozens, worth $1,047,250; and of boots and shoes,
42,901 pairs, estimated at §54,127. To which, might
be sdded a large item for bookbinders' leather, as well
as munufsctured gloves, which latter alone were entered
to the mmount of 81,314,706, principally from Fraoce,
Belgivm and Englund, as well as many other articles not
miinutely specified, but estimated roughly nt 274,675,

We bave thus skotched a few outlines, whick will en-
able the reader to judge of the real value and extent
of the boot snd skoe trade, and vther branches of in-
dustry immediately connected with it, by which it is ap-
parent that the sum of 100000000 would not
eoover the anunal outlay on these articles of dross
throughout the United States. Assuming the correct
ness of the statement that the Bay State produces
yearly, in the wholesalo branch, as much as all the rest
of the States together, and that its value is, in round
numbers, §37,000,000, we have for all the manufactur.
ing States $74,000,000, leaving $26,000,000 for all the
work made to order throughout the country. Ineredi.
ble as this amount at first sight appears, so far excead-
ing that of apy other article of onr national industry, it
is believed te be beneath ita actual value, and a refer.
ence to the census, which gives eay 25,000,000 of inhabi-
tauts, strengthens this opiuion, as that would allow year-
ly, subtracting the trade to foreign countries, only about
&3 50 per inhabitant, which would certainly be a very
moderate estimate for a year's consumption. Our ex-
ports to British North America alone, exclusive of the
West India Colonies, amounted in twelve months, ac-
cording to the above-mentioned documents, to 177 (00 ;
to New-Grensada, $175,000; Cuba being the next larg-
est consumer of these goods,

The effect of glutting the market with a cheap and
sbewy article has been felt most severely by the arei-
zaus engoged in what is technically termed ** customars’
“ work,” as an effort has been made to bring the geods
made to order nearer the price of the wholesale, which
Iatter are certainly very inferior in durable qualities.
Avother resson may be found in the greater pro-
pottionate number of wen in that branch of the
ttade then in any other, owing principally to the
ivflux of immigrants, which causes the Rumber
clamerous for work continually to imcrease, while
the demand for lnborers is falling off from the greater
cheapoess with which the goods from the Eastern
States are mede. Among the mumerous strikes
which the City has witnossed this apring, was
that of the Boot and Shoemakers, and we believe that
up to the peried of writing this artiele no arrange-
ment has yet been made with the employers. Besides

urging the necessity of an inceease of the rate of
wages on secount of the higher price of provisions,

It must be understood that this case is not brought
furward as being either solitary or possessing unusaal
claims on our sympathy—on the eontrary, ic gives but
a fwnt picture of the bideous poverty tust exists among
sume classes of our workiog population ; and though we
&re §0 apt to point complacenty 1o America as being a
lsud where the poor may become rich, and all who have
to live by labor may get a fair reward, yet an inquiry
into the eondition of certain classes in our large cities,
would reveal an amount of crime begetting poverty and
destitution which would surprise and alarm us, creatiog,
if not compassion, at least fear of the imminent dangers
which attead socicty wich such poverty growing up in
the midst of it.

The sdmittance of wonmen to work in certain branghes
of industry for which they are naturally better adapted
than men, but from which they bave been hitherto ex-
cluded by the tyrauny of eustom, is certainly desirable,
as tending, under proper conditions, to add to theirown
tudr;u ndence and dignity, (for thar there is & dignity in
Jabor is beginuing to be better understood ;) bus if the
introduction of female labor is to be followed by a re-
duction of the scale of wagea to starvation prices,
abundant evidence proves that so far from her ssisl
pusition being ameliorated, the reverse must inavitably
follow. Human nature is substantially the same all
the world over, aud if a fair equivalent is denied to
konest industry, vicious means will be aad are daily re-
sorted to. finally termivating in hopeless and irreme-
diable degradation. Of course, the exeeptions are
pumerous, forming the heroes and heroines of domestic

life, not less bright sod emnobling to human nature |

than similar examples in more fortunate spheres; b
the ** sunals of the poor " have never been written, and
pever will be, for lack of an historian to lay before us
the iustances of selfdevotion, of uncowplainmg

wretchedness through many & weary year, of adherence | Spaniards, mostly young men, vl Wit csiaBowy:

to the principles of virtue, and resistance to great and I

eudden temptations when surrounded by a soul-deaden-
ing poverty, which are so frequently to be encountered.
And yet such instances bave been met with daring our
inquiry into the uninviting subject of the atate of the
Boot and Shoe Trade in New-York.
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FLORIDA.

—
1ts Discovery, Exploration und Settlement.
The discovery, exploration and settlement of Fros.

| 1 are as pregnant with the romantic, adventurous aud

| tragical as are those of any other portion of the United

Stotes: ond while the history of the exploration and col.
ouization of the * Old Thirteen™ is as familiar as house-
bold words, even tothe school ebildren of the North, the
thrilling incidents avd events connected with Florida are
quite unkoown. The brief mention and chronological
presentaiion of some of the most notaole events in the
bistory of the Peuinsula State of the South may be
amusing, interesting, and possibly instructive.

In 1492 Columbus discovered San Salvador, S8an Do-
mingo, Cuba nnd other West India lelande. In 1497
Americus Vespucius discovered the Continent of South
Ameriea. Ip 1495 Columbus visited the South Ameri-
csn Continent, and in 1495 Sebastian Cabot discovered
and coasted along the North American Continent from
Labrador to Albemsrle Sound. He was in search of a
more northern passage to the East Indies than Colum-
bus Lad taken. Thus in less than six yearsthe Con
timents of North and South Americs and the West India
Islands hed been discovered.

|
|
!

ti » and exploration was to find the  fountain of youtd " ]

Jrax Poscr pe Lzow, who in his youtk had besn s
brave apd chivalrie soldier in the wars agamet the
Motre—who bad been s companinn of Columus, and f
bad won and acquired bouor wealth and distinstion, |
was diseatisfied aod unhsppr—o'd age had orertaken
bim, while bis ambirlous projects wers yet un-xecated.
He sighed for the restoration of bis yoath, streng<h and
besuty. Ameng the natives of tha Carribee Idlands,
be Lad beard of s wonderful Fountain, which possassed
the mirscnlons property of restoring the bloom and
vigor of youth to sge and decrepicuds.  The existence
of such & Fountain was copfirmed by the Indiaa tradi
tiope, avd it was not only believed by Juan Poncs, but |
very generally credited at the Cours of Castile and |
Aragon.

In Marek, 1512, Juan Ponce, then Governor of Porto |
Rico, railed with three ships in search of this Foant.
ain of Youth, to the unexplored regionsof the North-
west: besalled along the Batams Islands, inquiring
for the rejuvenating waters, and thenee northwestward
Iy, ke discovered land on Sunday, March 27th, sad land-
ed & little south of where St, Angustine now is
The country was in the first bloom of spring, the trees
covered with blossoms and the ground with flowers ;
and becanse of this vernal beauty, or that he first dis-
covered land on the Sunday before Easter, which the
Speniard ealled Pascua de Flores, ho gave to it the
pame of Frorina. After diligent search for the Foun-
tain, and bathing in all the springs and brooks he found,
he proceeded south, tonching and exploring the coast,
and the ialands or keys, to the Tortugas, whera he
eaught 117 turtles in one night, and named the group
of islands, Tortngas—i. e. turtles. Failing in the object |
of his voyage, he returned, disappointed. to Porto Rico.
Age and its infirmities still inereasing upon him, in 1521
be again eailed, in two ships, to the Florids coast, in
search of the * Fountain of Youth.” He chilled hisaged
frame by bathing in all the eprings and streams, fought
a bloody battle with the Indians, and was wounded by an
arrow in the thigh. Sick and dejectsd, he returned as
far as Cuba and died. And although Juan Ponee filed
in discovering the Fountain and acquiring immortal
youth by bathiog in its rejuvenating waters, he acquired
8 world-wide fame by discovering and naming that por-
tion of the American countingut, 8 part whereof is now
known ss Frorma.

The account of the discovery of Ponce de Leon being
cireulated in Spain, it was nacural for the adventarous
to imsgine the interior of Florida filled with peaples, rieh
cities and golden temples, as in the case of Mexico and
Peru; aud a cavalier, Pamphilo de Narvaez, filled with
auriferous imagivings, ebrained a commission from the
kivg to conquer snd govern the country from Cape
Florida to Palmos River (Galveston Bay): and in 1527
he sailed with five ships, was detaioed in Ssn Domingo
nesrly a year repairing losses, and in April, 1425,
lsnded nesr Tompa Bay with 400 men and 50 horses.
The ebjeet of the expedition was conquest, settlemant
and gold, Tho Indians informed Nurvaez that in the
interior was the Apalschee country, filled with people,
cities and gold. He left his ships and the eoast, and
warched throngh svamps and bammocks to an [udiso
settlement of 240 wigwams, nesr where Tallabassoe
vow is, and this was, the Capital, the Mezico of the
Apslachees. Narvaez was disappointed and disgnsted,
sud resolved to abasdon the country and repair to Cu-
ba: but he had sent awoy his ships on leaving Tampa
Hay. Ho proceeded to the Bay of Auté, nsw Si
Marks, where ha built fire small open boats, making
vails of his stirrnps, bridie-bits, snd cross bowa—ropes
of the tails and manes of horses twisted with thefibres
of the palm, and sai's he made of the shirts of his mea.
v these five boats be put out to sea, encountered a

* storm, and all perished but Alvar Nadiez and fourothers.

I'bese were made prisoners by the Indians, and after- |
ward  attempted to find their way scross the
country to the Spanish eettloments of Mexico; and |
ol er passing from tribe to tribe, they at last arrived at
Composteln. on the Paciic Oceun, in seven years from
their landiog in Florida. They returned to Spain, and
Nuiiez published an account of the expedition.

About this time, thero appeared at che Spanish Conrt |
of Charles V., a eavalier of gentle birth, of noble
bearing, and in the prime of manhood. He had besmn a
companion of Pizarro inhis Peruvian conjuests, and re.
turned to Spain with gold and glory. ITe appesrsd at |

| the Boyal Court with all the rich anld gorgeons sur-

roundingsof the most fasbionable Spanish nobleman of
that day. He marricd Isabella de Bobadilla, a young
lady of distingnished rank and personal attraction, and |
thus he was, apparently, in the porsossion of all that

wss desirnble in this world.  But Hexsaxpo pe Soro |
was disconsolate and unbappy. Cortez and Pizarco bad |
immortalized themselves by the congnest of empires
and golden cities. De Soto was ambitious, sud sought
to rival, if nov surpass, the glory of the Mexican and
Peruvian conquercrs, He learued from the account of
Nufiez of the extensive region ealled Florida—of its
only partial exploration, and the golden stories of the
Indisns. He applied, at once, to the Emperor Charles
V., and was ipp«iutu'd Governor of Florida and Cuba,
gnd organized his expedition. He landed in Cubs,
April, 1538, with o brilliant armament; and, perfecting
his final arrangements, he lefe his wife, Doda Isabells,
togovern Cuba, and sailed for Florida. On May 25, 1539,
he landed bis forces at Tampa Bay, consisting of 1,000

swords, lances, fire-arms, and one canpon. He had
asi) horses, o large number of cattle and swine, for set-
tlement : and for the conversion of the Indians, he had
tselve prieste, cight assistants, and four wonks, On
every Sundsy and holydsy, hie erected an altar and said |

mas#s.

Seon after landing be proceeded to the Apalachee
country, which was represented to contain large cities,
a cultivated country sud gold. He had roads to cat,
bridges to build, swamps to croas, and savages to fighs.
At a place pow kuown s Micanopy, he encountered
10,00 0 Indiave. and killed 1,500 warriors. At length he
reached the Capital of the Apalschee country, coosist- |
ing of about 250 bute.  Here he found plenty of corn,
beans, pumpkine and other vegetables, but ne gold or
cities—and thin was the sarilerous region he had eome

| conquer! He remsined here five montbs, sent out ex-

| goverued by a female Cacigue, who lived in a large eity.

| what is now Alabama, he fought 8 great battle with the

In 1520 Cortez and his companions invaded snd con- |

quered the Mexican Empire; and in 1533 Pizarro sod
bis associstes conquered the Incas of Peru—the Child-
ren of the Sun--and possessed themselves of their pal-
aces and temples of gold. Thus in forty-one years from

the discovery of the West India Islands by Colambus, |

North and South America had been visited and par-
tially explored, and Mexico and Peru had been added
te the Crown of Spain.

The discovery of Columbus was not the result of ae-
cident, but it was the ivcident of a voyage undertaken
to test the truth of geographical theories and speculs-

tions. This discovery of Columbus displayed & New |

Worep for the exploration of active and advea-
turous spirits, and gold being discovered it became the
‘talismanic incentive to pillage and conquest.
But there is a portion of this New World which was
first visited apd explored, neither by the promptings or
of science, the love of gold, or of sdventare,
of liberty, of religion, or any other of the ordinary mo-
tives to discovery, exploration, conquest and coloniza-
tion.~and that portion is now partly within the limits of
Florida ; and the motive or incentive to ita first visita-

ploring parties, discovercd the Bay of St. Marks, where
Narvaez biad built his boats, and so forth.

Ia March 1340, De Soto broke up his encampment
nesr where Tallahasse now stauds, and marched north-
eanterly in search of the Cosachiqui country, which he
was told sbounded in gold, silver, snd pearls, and was

He found the ecuntry and it was governed by a woman,
but the gold was copper, the silver mica, sad the |
large city a few Indian huta. In the lower part of

Indians, beaded by their chief, Tascaloosa—the [ndians
set fire 10 their village, and amid the conflagration and
slavghter, 11,000 Indisns were said to have been killed
ard burned. De Soto lost 52 men aod 42 horses, and
in the upper part of Alabama, in another batue, be lost
40 men snd 50 borses.

In the mouth of May, 1541, two years from his land-
iog in Florida, De Soto crosed the Missisaippi River, |
8 little below where Memphis now is, and encamped on i
the west bank: his devious, zig-zag course, or line of |
march, from Tampa Bay to the Mississippi, through
foresss, swamps aud bostile Indians, was more than
1,500 miles. While encamped upon the west bank of
the Missisaippi River, De Soto was requeated by the
Indian chicfs to pray for rain to his geds, it beinga |
time of drought: and he caused s huge cress to be made |
of the largest pine-tree, so large thad 100 men eonld nos
lift it; this cross was raised on the highest elsvation
overlooking the waters of she Missisaippi and St. Fran-
cis Rivers; a procession composed of the army and
Indisns was formed, led by priests sod friars chanting
the Litany, around the cross, and thea all knelt down
in frons and offered up prayers, snd
the cross, solomnly and ‘silently, knelt snd kissed it.’

]

| Saviem mere than 500 years mgo, was witnessed by

| sperding nearly a year in his explorations west of the

| bis eompsnions, and at the still hour of midnizhs, sank in

| the l'mu-r Liskes.

military Commandant, Florida was under mili-
tary rule till 1754, and E ida till 1751, when, by
the King's command, an upg lower House of As-
| sembly was called at Bt. Augustisne- Governor mads
a speech exhorting the members tolom » tax upon theam-
selves and constituents for the supporgof o
the Assembly only imposed a small tax 00l to sell

‘This impressive spectacle, this planting the cros apon
the ¥muk of the Father of Rirers. and worshiping the

15.000 to 20,000 Indiane.
De Soto marched west, through what is now Mis-
souri, and then south chrough whaz is now Arkansss—

Mississippi—but everwhere he found a wilderness io-
babited by savages snd wild beasts oaly. At last, dis-
pirited, he returned to the Mssisaippi and agaim ene
camped, with a view of bailding two vessels to send
down the river and to Havana [r supplies of provisions
srd men, and to communicate with his wifs, While
buidding these vessels, he sickened and died. Hs mor-
tal remsios were placed in u hollow live oak tree, by

the middle of the Mississippi river,in 19 fachoms water.
The Indisos were told that he was not dead, but gone
up to Heaven. De Soto was the first white man who |
saw and launcbed his bark upon the * Father of Wa-
ters "—he was in search of cities, gold, sad an empire |
—he wes too early by 300 years.

De Soto being dead, his followers determined to |
mareh westward, in hopes of reaching the Spanish set-
tlements in Mexico, They left in June, 1512, and
marehed west four months, and reaching the Pawnee I
srd Camanche Iudians, they despaired of finding the
Spanieh settlements, and returned again to the Missis- |
sippi. Their pumber was mow reduced to 311, and |
these clad in buffalo, deer and bear skins, resembling
wild beasts more than human beings. .Toey built ves-
sels, sailed down the river and along the coast, reach-
ing Psnueo. near Tampieo, in Mexico, in 1543, Daring
all this time Isabella bad heard nothing of her busband:
she bad vessels constantly cruising along the cosst and
gulf in search of kim, and after so long and anxious an
interval, the news of his death and of the failure of his
magnificent enterprise overwhelmed ber with sorrow.
She soon died of a breken heart.

Twenty years after Do Soto, another unsuccessful
a'tempt to explore and settle Florida, was made by the
French Protestants, under a commission to colon-
ize it with Hugnenots, with temporary success,
The expedition consieted of three ships, and landed
wear the mouth of the St. Johu's River, and bailt a
Fort. The ensuing year they received additions feom
France, and the colony flourished. This waa the first
European or Christian settlement made in the United
States—-it originated in a desire for religius freedom,
ond its destruction resulted from religious bigorry.
Fifteen months after its foundation, this colony was
suddenly surprised and destroyed by & party of Span-
jnrds, under Pedro Melendez.

The Hoguenots were encouraged by the French
manarch to eolenize Florida, but the King of Spain,
P'hillip IT , elaimed the country by discovery, and hatad
the Freneh Protestavts; and he, thervfore, contracted
with Melendez to invade Florida with 500 men, and to
establish a colony of at least 500 persons, wila 12
Prieets and 1 Jesuita—for which Meloudoz was to bave
commercial advantages and was made Governor for
life, Melendez sailed for Florida, and landed at St
Augustine Sept. 7, 1505, and after celebrating the mass
of the Virgin, the foundations of the towa of St Au
gustine were laid.  This was 23 years ago, and St. Au-
gustine is, therefore, the oldest town, by more than
forty yesrs, in the United States. Having saud mass,
avd fousded the town, Melendez suldenly marched
upen the Huguenot colovy on the St. Joba's, aud bar-
boruusly massacred men, women and children, and la-
beled their dead bodies with this Wseriprion—" not as
“ Fremchmen, but as heretics.” The Freoch mevarch did
pothing to revenge this masaacre, but two years after-
ward 8 French Huguenot, Domini Da Gomgnos, ficted
out three sbips with 150 men and sailed for Piorida, l
and for the express purpose of revenging the death of
hie countrymen. Helauded on the Be. John's River,
captured two small forts which the Spaniards had
erveted, and, findimg his force too small for furdher op-
erations, be buog up his Spanish captives, and placed
upon their dead bodies this inseription—"' not as Span-

! wiards. but as murderers.” Thus, it was religious bigotry |

and fanatical hatred that oecasioned the establishment
of 8t Augustine, and the des:rwction of the firat Ea.
ropean colony in the United States. |
In 1565, the country known in Spanish geography as
Florida, was of large extent and qaite unknown. The
Spaniards claimed all the country from Nova Seotia to
Mexico on the Atlantic and Gulf;—the Britisn elaimed,
by discovery. the country along the Atlantic conat and
the French, the country lying on the St. Lawrence aud

Fur 200 years after the foundation of St. Augustine,
the region pow known as Florida was as lictle knowg

ard Louisana : but Spain was doinggibthing, naveoccn-
pyivg St Augustine as a milicasy post, buildiay s wall
wround it sud ereeting a furg®o defend the Coloniata
against the Indians and the govers and pirates of the
LD /

In 155, Sir Francis Deske took possession of St. Au-
gustine, plundered itf@f 14 piecesof brasa cannon and
the military chest of' £2,000. He waa the tirst bucca-
peer or Fillibustengtnd Capt. Davis was the second Fil-
libuster, who plufidered iv in 1665,

In 13702, whil§ s war existed between Great Britain
grnor Moore, of Carolina, sgnin plun-

stine, and broke up the missionary sta-

ddle Florida. Pensacols was founded in 1696
by & eolony from Mexco.

In , Spain possessed Florida, which then em-
braced the Peninsuls, snd extended from Alatahama
Rivegin Georgia to the Perdido, west of Pensacola—
and this was sll she possessed on the Continsnt north
of Mexico. At this time France possessed much the
larghat portion of this continent, but ten years subse.
quent ghe had not & single foot of laad upon it.

In1754 England and France went to war about their
AmerlTegn possessions and Spain took s part—this was
the O'd Freneh War—and by the Treaty of Peace in

1763, Fragee withdrew from this Continens, Florida was
ceded by to England, and France ceded to Spain
Leuisians wes§ of the Mississippi, including New-Or-
leans on the

Flonda was by England from 1763 to 1734
—tiwenty-ove § was divided into Enst snd
West Florids, that time included the southern
portions of Mississippi aod Alabama. During these 21

M) New-Eogland families

years, Florida flour
which vas governed by a

emigrated to West Flogid

spirituous liquors, insufficient in the aggred
the salary of the Treasurer. This was the firs
representative Legislative Assembly convenedia Flo
idnpmioumthapunthWIﬂthni
States. In 1763, East Florida coutained about 4,000
inbsbitants—in 1784 there were 13,000.

During the British possession, Lord Rolle attempted
s settlement of women on Bt. John's River—he sent
out 300 in & single colony, snd located them at a plase
called Rollstown—masny died and others dispersed into
Georgia and Caroljna—tbe colony did not imorease or

’hlm.m.wnmhmmd
£400 paid to the Governor of one of the (ireak Islands,
obtaived permission to carry into Florids s number of
Greek fumilies. He loaded a small vessel with them
and stopped st the islands of Corsica and Minores, sad
Ioaded other vessels with Corvicans and Minorcaos—in

b o 7

all 1500, He agreed (o carry them to Florida freo of
evpense, tofoed and clothe them, snd at the end of throe
yeare to give te eacli head of a family 560 ascon of 1snd
std to each child 25 ueres ; in the mean time they ware
to work for him. Dr. Turnball fettled them upom his
lands, 60 miles south of St. Augestine, and worked
them in raising provisions and indigs, They cleared,
dircbed and cultivated more than 3,000 aoves of land—
but the Doctor did vot keep his contract with thew;
be reduced them to slavery, placed task-masters over
them ;: women and ehildren were sconrged and cegroes
cwployed to use the lash. Sometimes they wers
cruclly whipped, slept tied to treea all night, for the
musquitoes to feed upon. For nine long years thoy
erdured this intolerable slavery. Ia 1776, the yoarof
Awxmicay Ixperssprxce, they esoapad to St, Auges-

tine, consulted with the Attorney.General, and the

claim of Turnbull was judicially repudiated. Thelr

original number was 1,500, but had bacome reduced to

€00 ard these were assigned lots north of the City of
St. Avgustine, where they built bouses, made gardeas

and enlarged their berders, and many of their descend-

ants are pow among the most attractive and most re-

spectable portion of the population of the State.

Between 1512 and 1515, the United Statea and Eog-
lsnd were at war—the Spanish Gorarnment at Pooss-
cola permitted the English fleats to enter the ports of
West Florida, to operate againmet the United States.
After the peace, British traders avd agents exeited the
Indians in Georgia and Flor'da to make war upon the
white settlements. The United Statea Govornment
sent General Jacxsox, in 1515, with an army to chas-
tise and restrain them, and be destroyed the Indian
towrs, and took possession of the Spanish Fort at 84,
Marks. On the Suwanee River he captured two Eng-
lishmen, Arbuthnot and Ambrister, who wers charged
and found guilty by a Court Martial, of aiding and in-
citing the Indians in their murderons depredations on
the whites, Gen. Jackson eonfirmed she sentence and
bavrged them at 8t Marke *

Gen. Jackson laid down this Pﬁm“]]ﬂ‘. and acted upon
it—** 1t is an established principle of the laws of nations,
“that any individual of a nation, mking war against the
“ eitizens of any other nation, they being at peace, forfaite
o }is allegianee and becomies an outlaw and a pirste.” This
wis not regarded by many ae'good law,” andit was said
could not be found in Grotius, Vattel or any other stand.
ard writer on international law—but Goen. Jackson was
sustained, and his conduct vindicated by John Quinsy
Adntus.  Thie priveiple has since been aoted upon by the
Captain General of Cuba, in coudemaing to death
the fifty men under Crittenden, in the Lopez expedition

Spain oecupied Florida 235 yoars, and kept up mili-
tary ports at 8t. Augustine and Pensacola nearly all thad
tiwe ; but the country remained unsettlod and prodused
no revenre.  The aupual cost to Spain is said to have
been $300,000, aud the annual cost to England, daring
her 21 yaar's possession, about one million of dollars.

In February, 1521, Spain sold to the Unitad States
Fast and West Florida, for £5,000,000, to be  paid to the
citizens of tho United States for losses sustained by roa.
son of Epunish injustice.  On the third of Mareh, 191,
Congress passed a law authorizing the President to take
possession, and all military, civil and judicial powers ware
vested insuch person as be should direct, until the end
of the pext session of Cougress.  Under this law, Prosi.
dent Monroe appointed Asonew Jaoksow, Governor,
and other persons Judges, &e., of Mocida-and by Gen.
Jackson's commission, be had conferred upon him, “all
“ {he powers and autboritios heretofore exersised by the
“Governor and Captain General, and Tntendant of Caba
vl by the Governorsof East and West Florida” Hera
were indefinite and limitless powers.  Gen, Jackson could
officially do any thing the Caplain Goneral of Caba had
dong or coull do—and Jackson wos not the waa to doubt
(be right to exercise any powers conferred, and se he
construed them.

Ho took possession of East Florida on the 10th of
July, 1=21, and of West Florida the 17¢h of the same
month, On the 17th be issued a proclamation, sod

making his head-quarters ot Pensacola on the 15¢h
he published an ordinance establishing a City Couneil
to preserve order and levy taxes.  Oa the 19th he pro-
claimed quarantine regularions. On the 20th he diri-
d¢d the Territory into two counties, entabiishing courts
of justice, &e. On the 2lst he Ulostrated his powors

| of Coptain-Generalship by sending a body of soldiers

and arresting the ex-Spanish Governor, takiog him ous
of bed at night, becanse the ex-Governor would mot

The United StategJ
to bring thee

sred ge before him, and

t him to prison, had e wot suspendad his judicial
funetions. Next, Governor Jackson went and searehod
the Spaniab Governor's houss, obtained the papors, and
released Lis prisoner. A fow days after, the ox Gov.
ernor and his Spanish friends published some strictures
upon Cen. Jackson's conduet, whareupon be immedi-
ately banighed them from the country, ordering them o
quit in four daye, under penalty of imprisonment.

Such was the beginuing of Gen. Jackson's exercise of
the powers of & Captain-ieneral of Florida, and which
were a significant premonition of the maaner he eould
ard did exercise the powers of Chief Exooutive Magis-
trateof the Republie.  The government of Gren. Jackson
in Florida was terminated by act of Congress, March 30,
1722, providing for & regular Territorial Governnent.
Florida was admitted joto the Union, as a State, in 1345,

Ever since the search of Juan Ponee for the “ Foun-

“iain of Youth” within her borders, Florida has been a
land of hopen and fancics—faoey has painted her in
bright and brilliant colors-she has been representod as
eontaining twenty millions of acres of the best lands in
the world—where the fruits of 8t. Domiugo grew wild—
where the olive tree flourished as well aa in Franee, and
baving & million of acrex of coffee lands, she could supply
the world with sugnr, coffee, &e.
“And when the subject of her sequisition was befors
Cougress, Jous Rasvorru said, “Florida, Mr. Bpesker,
« Florida, Sir, is 8 land of ponds and swamps, nod quag
wmires, of crocodiles and alligators, and snakes and
* froge, and fevers—no man will ever ewigrate to it—no,
w fir, not from Purgatory iteelf”

The truth lies between the extremes. Florida is a di
versified eountry, haviog good lands aud poor lsads
swamps and everglades, elear lakes, big springs and heau
tiful bays filled with delicious fish. It has a climate un-
surpassed for ita genisl uniformity, and for its bealth-
restoring and life preserving qualitiea; » I;m portiono
it in an evergreen country, wheroflowers are in perpetual
bloem and the tropical fruits ripen unceasingly, and
although within its limits bhas never been found the
« Fountain of Youth,” it is here more than saywhere
¢lug on Earth's surface, whers are eured and alleviated
most of the bodily ills which * Aesh is heir to.”

The histerieal incidents and events snumerated herein,
were gleaned from a very able and interesting Lectare
upen the History of Flerida, delivered at Koy West tha
Jast winter by Hon. W Marvix, United States Judge
for the Southern Distriet of Florida.




